Relief of recurrent upper extremity sympathetically-maintained pain with contralateral sympathetic blocks: evidence for crossover sympathetic innervation?
A case of recurrent right upper extremity sympathetically maintained pain was completely relieved with contralateral sympathetic blocks. Yet Ipsilateral blocks produced no change in pain. Surgical sympathectomy of the contralateral thoracic sympathetic chain produced significant and persistent pain relief. This case, to our knowledge the first such reported, raises questions regarding the accepted sympathetic innervation of the upper extremity.